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And he ſheweth him all the. Kingdoms of the EAST, and the „F 
5 Glory of them: And faith unte him, all theſe Things will!! 
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worſhip. me. | 5 
%% St. MATTHBW, nnr 
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135 Awake, ot be for ever fallen! Mikron, B. ... 
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To the PRorRIETORS of EasT-INDIA STock. 


1 1 publication, which I here preſent to 
vou, is founded upon the idea expreſſed 
by Mr. T. Pitt, in the Houſe of Commons, on 
Thurſday laſt, of 4 Warning Voice, which may 
reſound to the remoteſt corners of the kingdom, 
and proclaim abroad the conſequences of the 
Bill brought forward by Mr. Fox, for new- 
modeling the government of the Eaſt- Indies. 


I feel, in common with every Britiſh ſubject, 
the miſchiefs with Wich that Bill is big; the 
ſhock it gives to public faith; the danger to 
which it expoſes our conſtitution. You, gen- 

tlernen, are doubly intereſted ; you are to ſuf- 
ter a two-fold wrong; as individuals poſſeſſing 
Property, and as citizens of a free country: 
the robbery of your eſtate is ro be made the 
means of invading your liberty : you are plun- 
f dered 


8 5 vi bh = q 5 8 = 


* aggravation of your perſonal loſſes, you are to 
ſee them employed in the deſtruction of the 
conſtitution; aud with the further mortifying 
reflection, that the enormity of the rapine is 
to 8 ſtability and lecurity to the e 0 


oY The e to this attack is a perſon ily 
extraordinary: the Member for Weftminſter, 
the repreſentative of a great part of you in par- 
liament; he whoafew days was fince known by 
+ the name of the Man of the People ; ; whom we 
have fo often ſeen mounted upon a wooden ſtage _ 
in the public ſtreets, warning the populace of _ 
the danger to which the conſtitution was EX- 
poſed by the daily acceſſions of Crown in- 
| fluence ;. bidding them beware of the wily 
arts of miniſters; and rouſing them to the pre- 
fervation of their rights and liberties. And 
yet it is this very man, who by a haſty bill, 
in the ſeaſon of a thin attendance, makes the 
profligate attempt of robbing you individually. 
of the former, and in common with the whole 
nation of the latter. | 

You ill wait the deciſion with temper ; 
but, I hope,- not without every exertion, 
which may aſſiſt your cauſe, and the cauſe of 
the Public. Thote among vou, who are Di- 
rectors, muſt feel yourſelves. critically cifcum- 
ſtanced: your inclinations as private men, and 
as honeſt citizens can guide you but one way; 
but the threats of projcription from this new. 
1 | Eaſtern 


dered in private to de N in public: in 95 5 


| (m8) f 
Fallern a may poſſibly drive you as 
bother. Yet I will fil hope pe, notwithſtanding 
the ambiguous conduct of ſome, that you have 
not cheriſhed in your boſom vipers who will 
deſtroy you; and that, in HW choſen and ſelect 
a body, there do not exiſt perſons capable of 
ſelling their eminence among you, becauſe 
precarious, for an underling ſituation in the 


new government, becauſe they may be told! it. 4 


will be — 
2 mould have addreſſed this to you 


the medium of newspapers; but they are 
moſtly become ſuch corrupt tools of power, 
ſuch penſioners of the Treaſury, that I cannot 
truſt them with giving a fair copy of any 
thing, which does not flatter their preſent 
_ maſters. The freedom of the preſs 1 is ſtated by 
De Lolme as the great bulwark of our liberties; 
the ſuppreſſion of that, Whether by force or 
corruption, is one ſtep towards their deſtruc- 
tion; and if we may Judge from the complexion 


of this Bill, the other ſteps are not far be- | 


Il — Gentlemen, 
With great reſpe&t, 
\ Your moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


- The AUTHOR. 
| Nov. 24, 1783, | Ss | 
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ANSWER to Mr. FOX's SPEECH. 


FT HAVE liſtened with great attention to the 
1 Right Honourable Secretary, who opened the 
debate of this day. I have heard him lay down a 
ſyſtem, and have heard him ſtate the grounds, 
upon which that ſyſtem is founded. He has ſub- 
mitted to you the debt of the Eaſt-India Company, 
the reports of the Eaſt-India Committees, the 
unconſtitutional powers of the Court of Proprie- 
tors, and the miſconduct of Mr. Haſtings; and 
upon theſe particulars he would ground a motion, 
which 1s to transfer the government of India from 
the Company to certain Commitſioners nominated 
by a majority of this Houſe, or in plain words by 
his Majeſty's Miniſter. CT. 


It would naturally be expected, that the grounds 
ſtated for fo new and deciſive a meaſure, ſhould be juſt, 
ſolid, and incontrovertible; and that the ſyſtem ſhould 
| 3 reſult 


5 SI 2. 1 | 
. 8 IO them by a fair and natural deduction. = 
Let us examine the extent of the evils; we may 


5 * 


5 = | * with eüncddur of the e of the | 


The Right Eros ati) "ry ſtated the 
debt of the Company, after the proper deductions, to 
amount to the ſum of eight millions. But he has 
___ carefully avoided the mention of their property in 

their European and Afiatic warehouſes, or that now | 
at ſea, which alone pays off one half of this pre- 
- tended debt; a debt, which, even according to the 

groſſeſt exaggeration, is ſtill, in the words of an 
honourable Governor, a . rrifling mortgage on a 
very large eſtate. 
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The information, to which the Right Honourable | 
Secretary appeals, is derived from the reports of the 
'Eaſt-India Committees. But have not thoſe reports 
been charged with groſs miſrepreſentation, with wik 
ful omiſſions, with notorious prejudice and parti 
_ ality? And has not an honourable gentleman en- 
gaged to prove it at the Bar of this Houſe ? Is it 
not. notorious upon reading over the names, that the 
gentlemen of moſt reſpectability and character ab- 
ſented themſelves? And have you not been informed 
this night, of a reſpectable member of that Com- 
mittee, who after having attended ſome time, retired 
from the buſineſs in cilguft at the manner of their 
proceeding ? ? | | 


The een, have been . as poſſeſ- 
ſing an improper controul over the Directors, inaſ- 
much as they were able to ſupercede their order for 
the recal of Mr. Haſtings.—If this controul is inor- 
dinate, it will be eaſy to temperate it: but let the 
means be gentle and rational. Let us not madly 
| | - dive 


[ave the FOTO 8 4 extremitics into the vitals: 


let us not, for the ſake of curing a limb, be: the de- 
ſtruction of the whole frame. 


The Right ne rable Secretary has proceeded to 
exhibit many heavy charges againſt Mr, Haſtings, 
but a reply is. unneceſſary, till they become better 
ſubſtantiated. An Honourable Governor has engaged 
to diſprove them by bringing evidence to the Bar; 
and ſurely ſuch evidence will be more rm 
than the Right Honourable Secretary's random 
ſertions, or than the partial and malignant inferences 
drawn from thoſe reports, which have ſanctioned by. 
an ex pres evidence a libel on your abſent of ficers. 


Upon grqunds, thus ſupported, does che” Right 
Honourable ecretary propoſe to abrogate the Char- 
ter of the Eaſt-India Company, in open violation of 
public faith; and to take the government into his 
own hands for the term of five years, by nominating 
. ſeven Commiſſioners, and eight Aſſiſtant-COmmiſſion- 
ers, and through them the innumerable ſubordinate 

e Tor that delt. 


The Right Honourable Secretary has 1 with 
the moſt animated eloquence the boundleſs extent of 
Eaſt-India patronage; to which, were it to be uſed 
in influence over this Houſe, the influence of the 
Crown in its moſt enormous and alarming ſtate, he 
tells us, is nothing. He has ſaid, that it has already 
ſwallowed up the Court of Proprietors, a much larger 
body of men than we are, and has warned us moſt 
earneſtly of the danger of its extending itſelf to this 
Houſe. To guard againſt this danger he would have 


* The eſtabliſnments of India amount to 2, ooo, ooo and 
the offices are eee of five hundred in number. 
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* tel this patronage from the hands of the et 5 
poſſeſſors, and place it——ix THE HANDS or THE 
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The influence _ * . has l fo. 
gerous by this Houſe: and the Right Honourable 
Seeretary tells us, that the boundleſs patronage of 
the Eaſt is infinitely more ſo. Will then the admira- 


ble logic of that gentleman pretend to prove to us, 


that our only ſafety lies in their conjunction? We 
dre in danger of being ſwallowed up by Eaſt-India 
Sopernors: ſhall we fly from them into the jaws of 
miniſters ? We run the riſk of being devoured by 


foreipnitplundeters: is there no alternative, but 


ſerving ourſelves up as a meſs to the gluttonous appe- 
tites of domeſtic fobbers? All the inſtances, all the 
pictures, Which the Right Honourable Secretary has 


drawn, of- the dangerous influence of Governors- 


makes ſuch a e P 


# 


'To what ourpoſe will z he, has we | have projected | 


ſo many reforms, and compleated ſome, if this ſud- 


den torrent is to lay waſte the harveſt of our la- 


bours? We have expelled Contractors, disfranchiſed 
Revenue Officers, and regulated a Civil Lift, only 


half in value'to the patronage here propoſed : mea- 


ſures perfectly nugatory, if at the ſame moment that 


we ſend a few influenced men out at one door, we let 


in this mob of Eaſt- India placemen at another, 


We . Ark talk of. the influence of Sir 
Robert Walpole, and we have ourſelves talked 
of the influence of the noble Lord in the blue rib- 
band. Bur even in the zenith of their influence, 
it will have nothing compared to What will 

| oe 


£ « 
# LESS 225, e nora a 5 N 8 eee * 


7 


General over the Proprictors, and over members of 
this Houſe, ought to ſtare him in che face, when he. 


be that of the Right Honourable Secretary. I can 


already imagine him exerciſing the privilege to which 


his boldneſs aſpires, of nominating the perſons 
through whom he is to govern India. It is poſſible, 
indeed, that he may nominate to theſe ſituations men 
of ſtrict and unimpeachable integrity, men incapable 
of bias from the poſſeſſion of place and power: but 
it is alſo poſſible that he may nominate another 
deſcription of perſons; perſons, to whom neither 
youth brings modeſty, nor age wiſdom ; a ſtrange 
medley of unfledged gameſters and grey-headed 
ſpendthrifts. Through them he will direct his ap- 
pointments; through them he will iſſue his man- 
dates; in one word, Sir, he will be King of India! 
This will be the ſmalleſt grievance: when poſſeſſed. 
of a patronage, capable of ſuch influence in this 
Houſe, it will be impoſſible that he ſhould remain on 
the common level of a ſubject. And though another 
may continue to wear the crown, to hold the ſceptre, 
to keep his ſtate, and repeat the ſpeech that is made 
for him, yet the Miniſter will have a ſovereignty of 
his own, imperium in imperio, independent of this 
titular monarch, independent of the people, and 
dependent ſolely upon the corrupt votes of his par- 
liamentary tributaries. It is true that he has con- 
ſented to leave the nomination to vacancies in one 
board to the Crown, and in another to the Eaſt- India 
Proprietors. But to future contingencies of this 
kind he may well be indifferent; the firſt nominations 
will anſwer his ends, and having ſecured them, it is 
truly generous of him to make the Crown his heirs 
in one caſe, and the Proprietors in the other. And as 
for removal, you will obſerve, that it can only hap- 
pen by addreſs of that Parliament whom he propoſes 
as the inſtruments of his ambition. 


The 


Enn ds Ht HI. 2 k 
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Buy means of them, Sir, he may rivet thoſe fetters 


x 0 6 
- The Ri ght Hon. Secretary has ſaid, ar de toes 
not ſtir this matter: the matter ſtirs itſelf. - 

aſk him, Sir, does corruption ſtir itſelf? does breach _ 
of faith ſtir itſelf? does deſpotiſm ſtir itſelf? (for 
they are all contained in this Bill) No, Sir. it ee 
quires an active and a powerful hand thus to ſtir 
ddem. and the work carries with it a plain object. 


which he has already caſt around the Throne; by 
means of them he may root himſelf in that Gruation, 
| which public diſtrutt might render precarious : a 
- firuarion in which, when "thus eſtabliſhed, there is 
not the power that can remove him : he may ever 


after laugh at public cenſure, and bid dehance to 
| royabwiſapprobation. | "a. 


But it may be ſaid, Sir, has if 1 carries this I, 
tion, it will be clear that the voice of his country, 
through the medium of their repreſentatives, is with 
him. By no means! He may carry this queſtion 
by the anticipation of that influence, which the bill 
is to eſtabliſh. He may ſay to one ſet of men, F 
ſhould this Bill paſs, you ſhall be the Commiſſion- 
ers; to another ſet of men you ſhall be the Aſſiſtant- 
Commiſſioners ; to a third ſet you ſhall nominate to 
the great offices in India; and to a fourth ſet, (the 
moſt overcoming language of all) you, gentlemen, : 
have young families, have nephews, have couſins, 
ho muſt be provided for: I hey ſhall ſupercede in 
their employments the ſons and e of that com- 

pan of ſtockholders, whoſe rights we are invading, 
whole chartet we are aboliſhing. I fay, that by ok 
means he mey prevail, but I cannot induce myſelf to 
think he will. 1 fee too much virtue ſtill in this 


+ This mode of canvaſſing br votes for his bill has, as I 
be ſince underſtood, been m_— practiced. 


Houſe, 


* 


if 


„„ 


* 


Houſe, too many perſons who have not yet abans. 


doned the engagement they ſtood under to the Pub. 


lic, to think fuch a meaſure probable. I can ima- 


gine that man anſwering, I love ſituations of 


«power and emolument, but I love my country more.” 


I can hear that man reply, © Right Honourable Sir, 


« my children and my connections are dear to me, 


but the chartered rights of the land are far dearer.“ 


J can fee them all ſpurning at the tempter's offer of 
riches and power and great glory, when inconſiſtent 
with the ſafety of their rights and liberties. 


Ig offers and temptations like theſe perhaps the 
receſs has been taken up; and it was certainly a rea- 
ſon of policy for poſtponing the ryeaſure till after 
the receſs, that the Right Honourable Secretary might 


have leiſure for theſe arrangements. Whether he 
has been. ſucceſsful or no, I cannot pretend to ſay ; 


but it is plain that he does not chuſe to reſt his hopes 
on theſe grounds alone, fince he has called in the af- 
ſiſtance of a further ſtratagem, notofious for being 

practiſed by weak and deſperate miniſters, but always 


reprobated as neither decent, nor parliamentary. 
This motion, indiſputably the moſt important that 


has been propoſed during his Majeſty's reign, is 
brought on at a time, when Parliament is known to 
be thinly attended, and is to be hurried to the ſecond 
reading in the ſpace of nine days, before which time 
it is barely poſſible for gentlemen to come to town, and 
it is certainly impoſſible for them to give this bill a de- 
cent review, and conſideration. Accordinely, ſome may 


vote for it inconſiderately, without looking forward to 


the conſequences. Some, I mean, who, having uſually 


ſupported his Majeſty's government, may ſupport them 


on this occaſion, as if it were a mere government queſ- 


tion. When the bill is paſſed, and irrevocable, per- 


haps ſuch gentlemen may then open their eyes may 


4 be 


3 
1 


und * derifion of their nugatcry motions. ME” 


1 EY LT 
| be awakened By the preſſure of thoſe cons 
which inevitably follow from it; the ſhock of public 
faith, and fall "of public liberty. They may then 
| amuſe themſelves with moving © that the influence 
of the Crown has increaſed, is increaſing, and 
- */ ought to be dimiſhed;” but theR joht Honourable | 
Secretary will walk into the lobby: lowed: by his 
Aſiatic penſioners, ſecure in his power, and in 12 75 ne, 


— 


But oath, it all be the N of the Crown, 
while the Right Honourable Secretary continues in 
office, yet as his original nöminees are by their ex- 
5 po conſtitution to continue for five years, it fol- 
los, that if he, ſhould relinquiſh his fityation before 

the expiration of that term, that ſuch nominees, in- 
ſtead of remaining a ſtrength to government, will 
commence members of his faction. They will be 
his body- guards, his janiſaries, whom he will carry 
with him to garriſon that fortreſs, which, I preſume, 
he will again erect to harraſs the country, . wn | 
has ceaſed to opprels it. 

| Yer for the ſucceſs of this new government ke 
does not pretend to anſwer. He ſtates the whole as 
an experiment; he would have us rob men of what 
we have already fold them, as an experiment ! he 
would have ns truſt him with a power unknown to 
the conſtitution, as an experiment. He would hare 
us commit to his mercy our moſt ſacred right and 
liberties, as an experiment! an experiment too, 
Which in all human probability will fail of what it 


holds out to us. It places the efficient government 


of a country at 6000 miles diſtance from the coun- 
try itſelf: it implies, as he himſelf ſtates, the fre- 

- quent neceſſity of diſobedience of orders, a charge 
Which he has previoully brought with fo much de- 


cency 


= 
det vel Mr. Haſtings: And by athatting the 


recite leaves ſuch diſobedience always 15 the 
powef 15 thoſe, who are able to invent reaſons, 


cat is, to give a falſe colouring to their circumſtances 


ald ſituation. We do not attempt to govern Ireland, 
ſeparated only by a narrow channel; and it has been 
ſeen that we could not govern America at the diſtance 
of leſs than 3000 miles; ſhall we then attempt to 
| . 8 at above Twice that diſtance: R 9 | 


710 a N Sir, . 0 of the Right Hog 
able Secretary ſeems to be this. He grounds mea- 
ſures that are dangerous upon premiſes that are falſe: 
be ſets out, like modern warriors, with publiſhing 
an infamous manifeſto, and proceeds to trample over 
charters to a direct aſſault upon the conſtitution: and 
this to effect what purpoſe? The purpoſe of eſta- 
bliſhing a weak government here, in lieu of a firm 
one abroad: and of ſetting up the counſels of men, 
who are raw, and perhaps inſufficient, againſt the 
deliberative wiſdom of an experienced Company, 
who have hitherto governed that part of the world 
with firmneſs at leaſt, and certainly with little bad 
eftecÞto the Britiſh conſtitution. | 


- lun I ſay that this pill aſſaults thi conſtitution; 
I ute a temperate expreſſion. I ſhould not exceed 
my own opinion, if I ſaid that the conſtitution would 
de overthrown by it. I will appeal to your breaſt, 
Sir, you are more than commonly 1ntereſted in this 
queſtion, and it would be diſgraceful to obſerve 
that impartiality at preſent, which is ſo becoming 
your ſituation on other occaſions. On this depends 
whether you are to preſide over a body of virtuous 
repreſentatives, virtuous in the majority at leaſt, or 
over a Mock Parliament, the creatures of that Right 
Honourable rs. rh candidate for Eaſtern gt 
C pire. 


pite. Had not you rather, Sir, (for I am ſure ! 
had) ſee the Right Honourable Secretary enter the 
Hlouſe with an armed hand, and bid them take 
<. away that:bawble,” than enter with his mercenary 
hoſt of Aſiatic penſioners, to dictate to us what we 
mall think, and what we ſhall enact: thus leaving us 
the parade of liberty, at the time that his word is to 
conſtitute the legiſlature. The man, who declares 
open hoſtilities, is a fair character, compared to him 
who carries on a ſmothered war againſt our liberties; 
which we are in that caſe doomed to ſee deſtroyed, 
though tied up from. avenging ourſelves upon the 
7% ER 


I am not without my feelings for the Company: 


5 for I think that we are acting the art of tyrants, not 


of protectors. We are robbing of their honey, 
the produce of their ſummer's induſtry, and offer 
them inſtead a poor mixture of our own, to ſupport 
them during the winter. But ſympathy for the Com- 
pany is but a trifling part of what ought to engage 
the hearts of Engliſhmen. Our foreign poſſeſſions 
have always been reckoned dangerous to liberty; by 
_ circumſtances peculiarly fortunate India has not yet 
been ſo: it is the buſineſs of Engliſhmen to guard 
no — 88 


Let me then conjure this Houſe not to adopt this 
tt palliative; not to adopt this © emollient,” this 
cc ae 7 68 this “ half-meaſure,” as the Right 
Honourable Secretary ſo candidly, ſo decently ſtiles 
it. Let us remember that no individual, that no 
chartered company hold their property under a tenure 
more ſacred Wa that, which by repeated acts, and 


»The words of Oliver Cromwell, when he ordered his ſol. 
diers to take away. the mace, and turn the members out of 
che Houſe of Commons. 5 
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ed charters has been ſecured to this Com.. 
pany. To the inſidious temper, who ſhews us the = 
- glory of the Eaſt, that we may worſhip him, let us D 
Jeverally reply 6 get thee behind me: let us ſhew !ͤ= = 
him that we are not yet become corrupt, and abomi- 10 
nable; but that there ſtill remain thoſe, who, amidſt 


all trials, preſerve inviolate their religious regard for 
the con ſtitution. 
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